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Claims 



[c1] 



A power harness, comprising: 



an eiectricai cord extending from a housing for delivering 
eiectrlcat power to at least one extemally accessible downstream 
power port at least partially contained in the housing; 
a plurality of extemally accessible USB ports each at least 
partially contained in the housing, the plurality of USB ports 
Including first and second upstream USB ports and a plurality of 
downstream USB ports; and 

circuitry interconnecting associated ones of the upstream and 
downstream USB ports such that accessed ones of the plurality 
downstream USB ports communicate with; 
an accessed one of the first and second upstream USB ports 
when only one of the first and second upstream USB ports is 
accessed; and 

a predetsmiined one of the first and second upstream USB ports 
when both of the first and second upstream USB ports are 
accessed. 



accessible upstream and downstream telephone ports at (east 
partially contained In the housing, wherein the interconnecting 
circuitry further interconnects associated ones of the upstream 
and downstream telephone porta. 



[c2] 



The power harness of claim 1 further comprising externally 
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[c3] The power harness of claim 2 wherein the upstream and 

downstream teiephone ports include RJ-12, modular type 
receptacles. 

[c4] The power harness of claim 1 further comprising extemaily 

accessible upstream and downstream networidng ports at least 
partially contained in the housing, wherein the interconnecting 
circuitry further interconnects associated ones of the upstream 
and downstream networking ports. 

[c5] The power harness of claim 4 wherein the upstream and 

downstream networking ports include RJ-45, modular type 
receptacles. 

{c6] The power harness of claim 1 wherein the housing includes a 
profile configured to t>e received by an aperture in an artide of 
furniture panel. 

[c7] The power harness of claim 6 wherein the electrical cord and a 

first one of the first and second upstream USB ports extend avray 
from a first side of the panel and the at least one downstream 
power port and a second one of the first and second downstream 
USB ports extend away from a second side of the panel. 

[c8] The power harness of claim 7 wherein the second one of the first 

and second downstream USB ports extending away from the 
second side of the panel Is the predetemiined one of the first and 
second downstream USB ports. 
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[c9] The power harness of claim 1 wherein the housing Includes a 
base having a substantially flat undersurface for resting on 
underfying surface of an article of furniture panel. 

[c1 0] The power harness of claim 9 further oomprising ballast located 
between a center of gravity of the housing and the undersurface 
of the base. 

[c1 1] The power harness of claim 1 whersin the electrical power is 1 1 0 
volt, AC power. 

(c12] The power harnsss of claim 1 wherein the at least one 

downstream power port indudes a plurality of dovtmstream power 
ports each configured to receive electrical power in parallel from 
the electrical cord and each at least partially contained in the 
housing. 

[c1 3] The power harness of claim 1 wherein the housing comprises 
discrete first and second members. 

[c14] The power harness of claim 1 3 wherein the first housing member 
at least partially contains the at least one downstream power port 
and the predetermined one of the first and second upstream USB 
porta. 

[c1 51 The power hamess of claim 1 4 wherein the first housing member 
Includes an outer surface having a substantially planar portion 
and a substantially spherical portion, wherein the substantially 
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planar portion at least partially contains the at least one 
downstream power port and the substantially spherical portion at 
least partially contains the predetermined one of the first and 
second upstream USB ports. 

[c1 6) The power harness of claim 1 4 wheriain the predetermined one of 
the first and second upstream USB ports is the first upstream 
USB port and wherein the second housing member at least 
partially contains the second upstream USB port and the 
electrical cord extends through the second housing memt>Br. 

Id 7] The power harness of claim 1 3 wherein the first housing member 
Includes a stop and the second housing member includes at 
least one mechanically biasable member, the stop and the 
biasable member configured to cooperatively engage a panel 
having an aperture configured to receive the second housing 
member. 

[c1 8] The power harness of claim 1 7 whensln the second housing 

members includes at least two mechanically biasable members 
such that the stop and the t)iasat>le memiser are configured to 
cooperatively engage panels having varying thicknesses. 

Ccl 9] The power harness of claim 1 further comprising an externally 
accessible power switch at least partially contained in the 
housing and coupling the electrical cord and the at least one 
downstream power port. 
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[C201 



An article of furniture, comprising: 



a panel having an aperture through first and second opposing 
sides; and 

a power harness extending through the aperture, including: 
an electrical cord extending from a housing for delivering 
electrical power to at least one externally accessible downstream 
power port at least partially contained in the housing; 
a plurality of externally accessible USB ports eadfi at least 
partially contained In the housing, the plurality of USB ports 
Including first and second upstream USB ports and a plurality of 
downstream USB ports; and 

circuitry interconnecting associated ones of the upstream and 
downstream USB ports suOh that accessed ones of the plurality 
downstream USB ports communicate with; 
an accessed one of the first and second upstream USB porta 
wiien only one of the firet and second upstream USB ports is 
accessed; and 

a predetermined one of the first and second upstream USB ports 
when both of the first and second upstream USB ports are 
accessed. 



providing a panel having an aperture through first and second 
opposing sides; 

providing a power harness, the power harness Including: 



[c21l 



A method of manufacturing an article of furniture, oomprlsing: 
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an eiectricaf cord extending from a housing for delivering 
elecbical power to at least one externaliy accessible downstream 
power port at least partially contained In the housing; 
a plurality of externally accessible USB ports each at least 
partially contained In the housing, the plurality of USB ports 
including first and second upstream USB ports and a plurality of 
downstream USB ports; and 

circuitry interconnecting assodated ones of the upstream and 
downstream USB ports such that accessed ones of the plurality 
downstream USB ports communicate with; 
an accessed one of the first and second upstream USB ports 
when only one of the first and second upstream USB ports Is 
accessed; and 

a predetermined one of the first and second upstream USB ports 
when both of the first and second upstream USB ports are 
accessed; and 

assembling the power hamess in the aperture. 



a panel having an aperture extending therethrough; and 
a hamess extending through the aperture arxl including: 
a housing; and 

a plurality of externally accessible USB ports each at least 
partially contained in the housing, the plurality of USB ports 
Including at least one upstream USB port and at least one 



PAGE3»SO'RCVDAT8f24(2004S:18M9PMIEasteml)ayilghtrirne]*SVR:l^^^ 



lc22] 



An article of furniture, comprising: 
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downstream USB port interconnected with the at least one 
upstream USB port. . 

[c23] The article of fumiture of claim 22 wherein the piurellty of USB 
ports indudes a plurality of downstream USB ports each 
Interconnected with the at least one upstream USB port. 

Ic24j The article of furniture of claim 22 further comprising an electrical 
cord extending from the housing for delivering electrical power to 
at least one extemaliy accessible downstream power port at least 
partially contained in the housing. ' 

[625] The article of fumiture of claim 22 further comprising externally 
accessible upstream and downstream telephone ports at least 
partially contained in the housing, wherein the upstream and 
downstream telephone ports are Interconnected. 

[c26] The article of furniture of dalm 22 fiirther comprising externally 
acoessik>ie upstream and downstream networking ports at (east 
partially contained in the housing, wherein the upstream and 
downstream networking ports are Interconnected. 

[c271 The article of furniture of claim 22 wherein the at least one 

upstream USB port extends away from the first side of the panel 
and the at (east one downstream USB port extends away from 
the second side of the panel. 

[c28] The article of fumiture of claim 22 wherein the housing indudes a 
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base having a substantially flat undersurface for resting on 
underlying surRacd of the panel. 

[c29] The article of furniture of claim 22 wherein the housing Includes a 
stop and at least one mechanlcalfy blasable member, the stop 
and the at least one biasable member configured to. 
cooperatively engage the panel 
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